
Agenda: 23rd April 2026

• News in brief: U3A News

• Buzzword: Phil on Robot Vacuum Cleaners

• Presentation: Tom on Jailbreaking

• News at length: from the Signal Groups
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U3A News in brief

• SciTech Café tomorrow

• Welsh AI User Network

• Barry Claydon

• Barry - u3a AI Subject Adviser

• Jane Evans list of U3A courses
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     Phil’s Buzzword
Philip Edwards. Cardiff U3A 



Robot Vacuum Cleaners
Philip Edwards.



https://youtu.be/NvDH5moYbaM?si

=m0LaiYPHR7sY-Yx0

Cleaning Cat uses iRobot Roomba 560 Robotic Vacuum Cleaner

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B001GDJRBS?ie=UTF8tag=paypalaffilia-20linkCode=as2camp=1789creative=9325creativeASIN=B001GDJRBS 
 
Easy to use Roomba Vacuum, even Cats can do it! 
My super smart cat Max-Arthur is helping me out in this busy Holiday Season  on my Birthday! Max is cleaning his own loose cat hair from the floor. 
 
Happy Holidays! 
xoxoxo to all our Friends!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NvDH5moYbaM


Basic Bump and Turn models

Basic robot vacuums equipped with 

collision and proximity sensors, like 

the Eufy RoboVac 11S Max here, 

bounce around obstacles to find their 

way, but miss a lot of open floor 

space.

About £250.



Remember these?



Lidar guidance.

The iRobot Roomba i7 Plus shows a 

more logical, thorough navigation path 

thanks to its optical technology.

About £270



Hybrid systems

The Electrolux Pure i9 uses a hybrid 

optical and laser navigation system. 

Even so, it often looked confused 

rolling across our test room floor. 

With a mop.

About £320



Other things to consider.

● Vacuum-Only vs. Hybrid: Whether it just sucks dust or also mops.

● Standard vs. Omni Docks: Whether the dock just charges or also 

empties dust and washes the mop.



January 2022 at the Orchard Park Travelodge in Cambridge, UK.

The Escape: On Thursday, January 20, 2022, a new industrial robot vacuum 

failed to sense the "lip" at the hotel's front entrance. Instead of turning 

around, it drove straight out the front door.



The Reaction

The assistant manager, Simon, posted a plea on Reddit and Facebook, stating 

that the robot had "run for its life" and been missing for 15 minutes before 

anyone noticed. He jokingly offered a free drink at the hotel bar for its safe 

return.

After a day-long search, a human cleaner found the robot the following 

Friday afternoon, "hiding" under a hedge near the hotel's front drive.



What could possibly go wrong?

Ask me about Pooptastrophe" or the "Poopocalypse."



Tom’s presentation: Jailbreaking
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Jailbreaking
⚫ What it is
⚫ What it is not
⚫ Popular origin
⚫ History enabling
⚫ Personal Devices











Digital News 

• From the Signal Groups – please find on your phone:

• Digital Matters / News & Updates

• DM - Scams

• DM- Apple Pie

• DM – Easy PC

• DM – Artificial Intelligence
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Digital Matters: News & Updates 
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• Kindle

• Amazon has withdrawn 

support for older devices

• Bitcoin

• Is the inventor of Bitcoin a 

man called Adam Back ?



Digital Matters: News & Updates 
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• The New Dark Ages by James 

Marriott

• Decline in reading is:

• Reducing IQ

• A threat to democracy

• Amol Rajan BBC podcast 9th April



Digital Matters – another book ! 

• Scam Nation – book

• Kaf Okpattah

• Undercover journalist

• Grew up in south London
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Digital Matters – Inside ARIA

• BBC Podcast

• (Produced in Wales)

• Advanced Research & 

Invention Agency

• Modelled on the USA’s 

DARPA
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DM: Scams 

• Literary Review (!)

• Article on ransomware

• Claude’s Mythos

• Identified many vulnerabilities

• Limited release to financial 

institutions and governments
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DM: Scams 

• Guardian on Job Scams

• Pretend to be a recruiter

• Suggest that someone 

apply for a job

• Ask for money to improve 

their CV
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DM: Apple Pie  

• We discussed iOS 26.4 at last meeting 

• iOS 26.4.1 now released !

• iOS and System Data now consume 

almost half my iPhone’s storage

• Advice on toning down Liquid Glass

• Shortcuts User Guide
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DM: Easy PC 

• Patch Tuesday 

• A monthly update 

• 14th April

• 167 patches issued (!)
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DM: AI News 1/5 
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• Phoebe Tesoriere diagnosed her 

hereditary spastic paraplegia using 

Chat GPT

• It was one of several suggestions she 

showed her GP

• Phoebe is from Cardiff 



DM: AI News 2/5
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• Mythos – Claude’s latest version

• Anthropic won’t release it

• Found vulnerabilities is every 

major OS and major browser

• Anthropic has given a copy to all 

the major players for them to test



DM: AI News 3/5
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• Allbirds – a New Zealand 

shoe brand

• Sales peaked then 

plummeted

• Has now raised $50m to 

invest in AI data centres !



DM: AI News 4/5
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• Admiral reports increase in 

fraudulent claims using AI

• Young people (Gen Z) 

increasingly sceptical about AI



DM: AI News 5/5
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• Bill Gates “we tend to 

overestimate the impact of 

change in the next two years 

but underestimate its impact in 

the next ten”

• AI is in its infancy ….



Next meeting: 14th May

• Discussion: a hot topic of the day ☺
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